
Winter 2011

T h e  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  O d y s s e y  T h e a t r e

Behind the Mask
25 years under the stars!

2 Daly Ave. Ottawa, ON     T: 613.232.8407    F: 613.564.442 

www.odysseytheatre.ca /  info@odysseytheatre.ca

2 5 y e a r s ! I t s e e m s l i k e 

yesterday I was new to Ottawa, 

trying to find my place in this 

city and dreaming about starting 

my own phys ica l theat re 

company. Little did I know the 

incredible journey this one 

intriguing idea would lead me 

on ...

It started with a vision: I imagined a 

company rooted in Commedia dell!Arte - 

an art form I had fallen in love with 

during my training."I knew this theatre of 

verbal play and comic inventiveness, 

would delight artists and the public alike. 

But there were very few spaces 

available for theatre in Ottawa at the 

time, so I had to get creative. I began to 

envision a visual theatrical style - the 

p rovocat ive masks , imag ina t i ve 

costumes and rich sense of pageantry 

that filled my imagination greeting 

audiences in an outdoor space. As the 

sun set on a summer night and the stars 

came out, our company would transport 

spectators to another world through 

fantastic storytelling. 

I was determined to make my dream a 

reality. I knocked on every door across 

the city and talked with anyone who 

would listen. Finally, the dynamic style 

and memorable characters I was so 

passionate about bringing to the stage 

began to excite other people too and 

Odyssey Theatre was born. In 1986, we 

launched the first season of Theatre 

under the Stars in Strathcona Park, 

winning the support of a small but loyal 

audience that has grown ever since (and 

keeps on growing!). 

Our first plays were Commedia dell!Arte 

classics. Then, knowing patrons had an 

appetite for Commedia, I was inspired to 

play with the form to give them 

something new. We had so much fun 

putting our contemporary spin on 

classical works, or bringing the zany, 

physical energy of Commedia to non-

Commedia plays. And even in these 

early years, I was immensely proud 

that Odyssey could be a place for 

Canadian artists to work on original 

plays. 

As the company evolved, artists from 

around the world joined us to 

collaborate on new ideas and break 

new ground. Our style of theatre 

expanded to embrace other forms of 

physical theatre, including clown, 

puppetry and dance. Odyssey has 

become an important centre in 

Canada for work in our field. My 

fascination with myth and folktale 

drew me to explore how masked 

theatre could tell these stories in new 

ways, pushing the company into 

exciting fusions and experimentation. 

Throughout our journey, audiences 

have shared in the laughter and the 

excitement with us, igniting our 

creative spark anew each year.

Looking back 25 years later, I am 

tremendously proud of how far we 

have come. We have grown new 

programs to increase new play 

development and artistic exploration, 

launched our first new play festival and 

first indoor production, and shared 

mask work with broader audiences 

through Lazzi Lazzi. Odyssey has a 

great reputation as an award-winning 

company that has received extensive 

critical acclaim and enthusiastic 

audience support. It hasn!t always 

been a walk in the park, as they say. 

But each year we have tried new 

things and pushed the boundaries of 

our art form, offering our audiences the 

most excit ing theatre we could 

imagine."

As we prepare for our 25th season, I 

would like to thank all the audiences, 

donors, sponsors, volunteers, artists 

and staff that have supported this 

company for over two decades. This 

h a s b e e n a n 

i n c r e d i b l e 

journey for me 

and I continue to 

be inspired for 

w h a t c o m e s 

ahead."

 They All Do It runs from July 29 to August 29, 2010 in Strathcona 

Park (Laurier Ave. East at Range Road).

Performances are Tuesday through Sunday at 8:00 pm with 

Laurie Steven Finalist for Victor Tolgesy Arts Award

Odyssey is proud to announce that the Council for the Arts in Ottawa and the City of 
Ottawa have short-listed Artistic Director and founder, Laurie Steven, as one of 
three finalists for the prestigious Victor Tolgesy Arts Award.

This award recognizes an accomplished individual who has made a significant 
contribution to Ottawa!s cultural life. The winner will be announced on April 28.
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Laurie and I shared a 

coffee in the mid 1980s 

w h e n s h e w a s 

contemplating starting Odyssey. What Laurie 

was suggesting - an annual summer season 

of works from the commedia dell!arte 

repertoire - seemed to me quite risky. 

But her passion and intelligent commitment 

argued powerfully for her plans. I was convinced 

during that conversation that something important 

was about to happen. Twenty-five years of 

enthusiastic audiences and support from all levels of 

government have proved her right. As we look at the 

Ottawa cultural scene today, it!s hard to imagine what 

it might have been like had Laurie not persevered.

Because of Laurie, Odyssey Theatre has grown to be 

a respected locus for traditional commedia and for 

experiments in the genre. Over the past decade, she 

has encouraged playwrights to adapt older stories 

and write new ones that reflect life in the 21st century. 

Over the past 25 years, Laurie has spearheaded 

many initiatives in production, training and 

development, and was the visionary who saw the 

potential of Strathcona Park as a performance site. 

Ottawa!s artistic life owes a lot of its vibrancy and 

diversity of style to Laurie and her evolving dream.

For over 10 years, we have offered innovative youth programming, providing opportunities 

for creative thinking, skill-building and self-discovery to young people. In turn, Odyssey 

has benefited from the energy, fresh ideas, and new perspectives they have brought to our 

work. We are proud to share with you 

impressions from a young apprentice this past summer:

Odyssey's Youth Apprenticeship Program gave me a summer I will 

never forget. I made close friends, learned many new and useful skills, 

developed my range as an actor, and gained a wonderful understanding of 

how a professional theatre company works.

I have always loved theatre and especially performing, but I had only ever 

heard how hard it is to make a living as an actor, and I had never really 

thought about the rewards that could come from performing that were not 

monetary. While working with Odyssey, I saw administrators, technicians, 

actors, and every single person involved in the production doing the kind of 

work they loved, because they loved it. This has encouraged me to 

audition for theatre schools and programs as I investigate post-secondary 

education options this year.

The trust and responsibility that were placed on us apprentices gave us an 

opportunity to grow and learn in a way we never would have been able to 

otherwise. I was paid in wisdom this summer, and that is a paycheque that 

will last me a lifetime.                           Sophie Crump - Youth Apprentice

I remember watching my very first 

Odyssey production, in 1996, 

Ondine, and thinking, “I have to work 

for this Company” ... the outdoors, 

the lights, the raw, explosive talent on stage sharing 

a tale with us - a tale of yearning, of desire... and 

victory! Not before long, I did  indeed work on that 

magical stage, playing alongside many talented 

physical actors - climbing walls, leaping onto each 

other!s backs, dancing, spinning,  and telling many brilliant 

tales. In mask. Through body. In the heat. And under those 

wonderful stars. My work with Odyssey has shaped the 

physical actor I am today and working with those incredible 

masks has provided me with a lifetime of curiosity and lust 

for mask work. This company is in my heart. Always will be.  

Programs
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 Alix Sideris, Andrew Morphew and Paul Griffin, 2000 

Jeffrey Aarles, Nicky Brodie and Anand Rajaram, 2003
 

Our Odyssey



We love Commedia 
dell!arte and the 
imaginative, fantasy 
worlds Odyssey creates. 
It!s great theatre to bring 
our friends to.
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Tony was born and raised in Ottawa. He started his real estate career in 

2001. Married with 3 children, the youngest being a year old at the time, 

things were quite hectic in the McDermott household. 

Over the years, Tony's business has grown from referrals provided by 

satisfied clients. Tony takes pride in a job well done and believes firmly 

that buying or selling real estate is about much more than just money 

and a handshake. 

He sees sponsoring Odyssey Theatre as a beautiful way to give back to 

the Ottawa community. Tony says "knowing I helped play a small part in 

the success of Odyssey Theatre makes me beam."

Tony McDermott, Sales representative Direct: 613.276.7077
tony.mcdermott@century21.ca Office: 613.837.3800

What our donors are saying:

On a summer night in Ottawa, 
who can beat a nice 
performance in the open air.

Our kids got involved as 
Youth Apprentices years ago. 
We love the physical theatre, 
the dynamic of characters 
being masked and 
unmasked. The plays are 
about life and people - we all 
have masks.

Odyssey creates fabulous 
theatre. I come for the 
freshness and energy of 
the performances.

1. The only company in Ottawa 
specializing in mask work for adult 
audiences.

2. Has lead the development of 

Strathcona Park as a performing arts 

venue.

3. Was the 1st theatre company to 
operate out of Arts Court.

4. Has commissioned 207 masks 

since 1986.

5. 230 actors have performed on its 
mainstage.

6. Has taken 19 new plays and 

original translations/adaptations into 

full production.

7. Has given 28 plays new play 
workshops.

8. Has supported 19 Ottawa writers/

creators through the Ontario Arts 

Council (OAC) Creators! Reserve.

9. Produced its 1st new play 
festival in 2008.

10. Its audiences have grown 400% 

since inception. 

11. Over 30 renowned guest artists 
from across the world, including 
France, Italy,  Sri Lanka, China, and 
the U.S, have lead workshops with 
the company.

12. Is the only company in Canada to 

have given workshops in Sri Lankan 

Kolam and Indonesian Wayang 

Wong.

13. Is the only theatre company in 
Ottawa to offer an annual youth 
apprenticeship program.

14. Is the resident theatre company at 

Canterbury High School for the Arts. 

15. Is an OAC-designated Key 
Organization, having a “significant 
impact on: the art form, the artists, 
t h e i r a u d i e n c e s a n d t h e i r 
community." 

16. Its productions of The Wedding 

and Turandot  were international firsts 

in their fusion of Commedia and Asian 

theatre forms. 

17. Is pursuing its 1st international 
collaboration with Sri Lankan 
artists.

18. Produced its 1st indoor production 

in 2009. 

19. Continued performing through 
the power blackout of August 2003, 
only losing one show.

20.  Has 9 hard-working board 

members. 

2 1 . O v e r 3 5 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e 
e x p e r i e n c e d i t s m a s k e d 
characters through Lazzi Lazzi 
last year. 

22. Each year 80+ volunteers 

contribute 14,000 hours to Odyssey.

23. Launched its new website in 
2010, www.odysseytheatre.ca 

24. Has over 430 Facebook friends 

and 250 Twitter followers.

25. Its mascot is a groundhog 
that lives under its stage in 
Strathcona Park.

Corporate Profile

 25 Facts about Odyssey Theatre
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SPONSORS, DONORS & FRIENDS OF ODYSSEY
ODYSSEY WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS. PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT THE ARTS.

Platinum Mask
Stuart Conger
E. Joyce Forster
John Forster & Laurie 
Steven
Kate & David Preston
Helen & Donald Steven

Gold Mask
Anneliese Kabisch & David 
Forster
Erin McCarthy & Paul 
Forster 

Silver Mask
Diane Bruce & Barbara 
Kaye
Jean Carberry
Mary C. Crocker
Hildegarde Henderson
Eliane Herz-Fischler
Margaret Holman 
Judith Holman & Peter 
Gahlinger
Claire Jodoin
E. Merle & Harold Jones
Donna Klaiman
Suzzanne & Myros Kmita
Joke Koningstein
Tara Landry
Elaine Lund
Mary MacKay
Sherry & Jonathan 
Mahoney
Peggy Malpass
Laura & Jack Miller
Norman Minty
Elizabeth Mundell
Marlene & Robert Neufeld
Janet & Noel Noyes Brown
Lucie & John Beland-
O'Keefe
Marilyn & Maurice Prevost
Wilhelmina Rea
Jeanette Rive
Joan Spice
Diana Steven
Margaret & Tom Taylor
Lorna Tener

Dana Uzarevic & Zeljko 
Glisic
Joanna & Feliks Welfeld

Bronze Mask
Beverly-Anne Barclay
Kathleen Bowie
Dianne & Roland Breton
Susan Bubb
Joseph Byrnes
Anne Christians
Ruth Clark
Nancy Coleman
Susan Conrad
Joanne Cote-Mavis
Lynn Cox
Anne Cronin
Margaret Cunningham
Ann Denis
Amy Dignan
Gert & Erwin Dreessen
David Elden
Elizabeth Gibbs
Marilyn Hahn
Lynda Harvey
Virginia Hill
Susanne Liou
Shirley & James Lowe
Jennifer Maroun
Edward Miner
Shirley Nichol & John 
Leach
Cecylia Podoski
Sarah Phulesar
Angus Robertson
Vicky Teather 
Heidi-C & Dann M. Temelie
Jeannie Thomas
Jean Tickner
Elaine Vininsky
Christine Vodden
Craig Young

Supporters
Stephen Adler
Beverly Albright
Shirley & Rovelle Allen
Greg Antoniak
Cynthia Bail

2 Daly Ave. Ottawa, ON T: 613.232.8407 F: 613.564.4428
       www.odysseytheatre.ca / info@odysseytheatre.ca
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Advantage Audio Visual Rentals Ltd. 
Black's Photography - Rideau Centre
Charles Connolly, Chartered Accountant
Hillary's dry-cleaning
Timothy's World Coffee

Joyce Conger
Fund for the Arts

Stuart Conger

Artistic Director Laurie Steven  Administrative Intern Karen Balcome   

General Manager Dana Uzarevic Newsletter Karen Balcome  

Board of Directors Neale Chisnall, John Forster, Deborah Fournier, 

Tara Landry, Carolyn Masleck, Sarah Ripley Phulesar, 

Laurie Steven, Witold Tymowski, Melinda Wong

The Harold Crabtree Foundation

Sales representative 
tony.mcdermott@century21.ca

 
Follow us 

on Twitter

Join us on 

Facebook

Odyssey thanks 
you for your 
generosity!

Please let us know 
of any errors or 
omissions.

Karen Balcome
Joanna & John 
Blakeney
Audrey Bogdanski
Jeremy Dias
Louise Dufresne
David Dyment
Jane & Mark Dyment-
Saaltink
Elizabeth B. Feltaous
Raina E Fyson
Claudie Gosselin
J. Hardy Grant
Loris Jordan
Janet Jury
Debbie & Howard Kaplan
Matt Lynch
Carolyn Maslek
Barbara Popel
Catalina Prado
Jean Saldanha
In Memory of Milton W. 
Snyder
Deborah Sparks
Julia Stanley
Jayne Stoyks
Muriel Yost


